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From The Rector’s Desk… 
 
The Light Comes in Surprising Ways and Unexpected Times 
Year before last, I sat at Donald Greer’s dining room table and discussed the 
potential significance of a stained glass cross hanging behind the altar—a 
beautiful visual symbol of our faith that could possibly transform the experience 
of receiving communion. Donald was terminally ill, and he wished to make a 
gift to the church.  I did not know until I visited his home that he was a talented 
artist—and had owned a gallery in Winston-Salem. So it seemed ‘meet and right’ 
that his gift should go toward a piece of art that could have such a big impact on 
our sacred space. 
 
He agreed to the plan, the Vestry approved, and we made arrangements with 
Statesville Stained Glass, who integrated the style to complement the dove 
window over the doors and the eyebrow windows around the nave. The hope 
was that Donald would be well enough to see the 
window upon its completion. 
 
Sadly, there was much “confusion and delay,” to 
quote Thomas the Tank Engine, exacerbated by 
the pandemic. Donald Greer died March 3, 2020, 
and the window was not completed until over a 
year later, in time for Bishop Anne to officially 
bless it during her visitation last month on April 
11th. 
 
The window is indeed beautiful, and as we joyfully 
resume indoor worship, it does provide a stunning 
visual “Welcome back!” 
 
But given the story behind this window, I feel the teachings of the Holy Spirit 
just keep coming: 
· The Light of Christ is bigger than our timing. I have to let go of the upset 

that Donald didn’t get to see the light box and trust in the bigger kairos 
timing of God that transcends this earthly plane. 

· The unassuming Donald Greer was full of surprises. The “entertaining 
angels unawares” passage comes to mind as this humble man turned out to 
be full of talent and generosity. In fact, his appearance was so modest that 
he shared a story of visiting another area church and being told he was 
unwelcome because “it was a family church.” Thankfully, he received a 
much warmer welcome at St. Clement’s, and we are the ones who are richly 
blessed for it. 

· Our space matters. Although we're grateful for technology—and find 
outdoor worship very enjoyable—we have renewed appreciation for the 
consecrated spiritual home of our sacred space. The new window feels like 
a loving way to celebrate our return and renewed commitment to our 
worship life. 

· The light box is a wonderful metaphor for the both/and nature of our 
theology—and now our worship, thanks to the pandemic. It is historic, 
traditional stained glass, coupled with the new tech of LED lights.  

Continued on Page 4..... 
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A Message from your Senior Warden 
 

Greetings, St. Clements members, visitors and guests. 
 
Happy May! What gorgeous weather to begin a 
beautiful month. Celebrate the Hope of this time 
period; celebrate our time together and the growth of 
St. Clements. Please read the notes from the Junior 
Wardens and enjoy the completion of several major 
projects that have improved our physical space. 
 
“Community is much more than belonging to 
something; it’s about doing something together that 
makes belonging matter.” (Brian Solis, digital analyst, 
futurist)  
 
St. Clement’s members work together to grow our 
community and to support our community. The light 
box project, the result of a generous gift from a 
member; the new roof, possible because of another 
generous donation from a different member; the clean 
windows; the improved grounds – the people who 
worship at St. Clement’s demonstrate their strong desire 
to make “belonging matter”. 
 
The Vestry is exploring options for further possibilities 
for communal growth. New ideas and new 
opportunities for us to engage with each other; to learn 
from each other; to continue our growth. Ideas will be 
shared this summer, for implementation in September. 
The Vestry is excited about plans for more settings to 
be together. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Webly, 
elaborates:  “Jesus call us to a holiness that is positive, 
generous and openhearted. It’s a difficult daring 
challenge – do we accept it?” 
 
God’s Love and Peace and Vision to all. 
 —Kirsten Russ 

Christian Formation 
By Deacon Mark 

 

Each Sunday following our 10:00 a.m. service, 
Christian Formation is offered from 11:15 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m.  Everyone is invited and encouraged to 
participate.  Whether you’re a talker or a listener all 
are welcome to engage in a very open and non-
threating time of Christian Education.  Currently, we 
are meeting via zoom (with a zoom link to each 
session provided in the weekly Constant Contact 
email), but at some point we will transition back to 
meeting in-person in the parish hall.  We are currently 
exploring an educational curriculum offered by 
Forward Movement titled The Path.  The Path is a 
twenty-four week journey through the bible studying 
all of the stories that are essential to our Christian 
faith, and obtaining a broad view of the sweep of our 
Christian biblical tradition.  Required weekly reading 
is approximately 10-12 pages followed by some very 
thoughtful discussions on Sunday mornings; the kind 
of discussions that tend to follow you throughout the 
week.  So, for anyone interested in learning more 
about our essential Christian stories, it’s not too late to 
join in.  Contact Deacon Mark mashmajo@msn.com 
for an email copy of the weekly reading and sign on to 
zoom to enjoy the fellowship. 

In search of / Needed / Wanted… used yard tools that 
still have life left in them.  Our grounds volunteers 
could use some shovels, rakes, loppers, clippers, etc. 
that are in good condition so they do not have to 
schlep their own tools back and forth 
because these donated tools would 
become property of the church.  So if 
you happen to have extra yard tools or 
anything that you just don’t need 
anymore and you would like to 
rehome, please let us know.  

St. Clement’s Financial Update 
By Maggie Elsner 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  For the first 
three months of 2021, income was $47,867.63, which 
is 25.4% of our budget of $188,427.51.  Our expenses 
for first quarter were $42,368.58, which is 22.49% of 
our budget.  Folks are utilizing the Vanco system more 
and more to make contributions. This is our third year 
using Vanco and it seems to be working quite well. 
 
Our income to expenses ratio is right on target for 
now.  We’re so appreciative of everyone’s support, and 
an extra thank you to those who have paid their 
pledges early and/or contributed extra.  This strong 
start to the year will help us with financial challenges 
down the road. 

 
St. Clement’s has rescheduled the 
retreat at Valle Crucis for the weekend 
of November 5—7.  Mark your 
calendars!  
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Happy Spring from your dual Junior Wardens, Tom Erickson and Jane Harrell 
 
Spring is here and there is lots of enthusiasm about getting back into our church building and grounds.  Many of us 
have been vaccinated and Bishop Sam has relaxed some of the guidance for attending church, so we’re moving closer 
to normalcy! 
 
From Tom (Building):  When you come back to the church building you will (hopefully) notice our new roof and 
gutters.  Once inside check out the new skylight and the clean windows.  Most importantly check out the new lighted 
stained glass fixture on the back wall of the sanctuary.  Yes, it's truly inspiring.  You’ll notice the chairs are still marked 
for appropriate distancing and care is taken to follow appropriate sanitation protocols. 
 
From Jane (Grounds):  A work day was held in April that included cleaning up the Memorial Garden, moving he 
grass (thanks, Mark Davidson), and picking up tons of sticks and branches throughout the property.  There was a very 
good turnout of helpers and that was greatly appreciated. 
 
An appeal has been made for someone to lead a team of mowers this summer.  To date we have no team captain, so 
please volunteer.  The idea is to have 4 or 5 members that are trained on the use and care of our equipment and to 
handle our mowing and trimming needs.  Mark Davidson held a session on Saturday May 1st to give instruction on 
using the riding mower.  Unfortunately, there was only one volunteer for mowing.  More help is needed!  
 
On May 1st, Mark Davidson also met with a group to instruct them on necessary care for the Memorial Garden and 
exactly what needs to be done when an inurnment is scheduled. More volunteers are needed, so again, please let Jane 
know if you are willing to help with either the care of the Memorial Garden or mowing/trimming the grass. 
 
A final note from Tom:  Jane Harrell continues to come to the church several days a week to keep our flowers, 
bushes, & trees in great shape.  We cannot thank her enough!!.  She will be spreading mulch soon and will need 
help.  Please contact Jane if you are willing to help out with the mulch and other flower garden needs. 
 
Please prayerfully consider helping in one of the areas that the church needs an extra hand or two. To all of our 
volunteers…. THANK YOU! 

Congratulations, Graduates! 
Let us recognize and congratulate our 

graduates for a job well done!  
 
¨ Wren Garrison, daughter of Janet & Paul Garrison, is 

graduating from University of Vermont with a degree 
in Natural Resource Ecology.  She will go on to live in 
Colorado working for Thorne Nature Experience.   

¨ Jane & Mike Harrell’s grandson, Brock, graduates 
May 15 from Bentonville High School in Arkansas 
and is receiving a full academic scholarship to U. of 
Alabama in Finance.  

¨ Chase Robertson, grandson of Bobbie Daniel, is 
graduating from Davie County HS and is headed to 
Clemson University!  

¨ Sarah Perkins, granddaughter of Jack & Vivian 
Roblin, is graduating with honors from Princeton 
University with degrees in Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology.  

 
 

¨ Lisa Frye’s twin daughters, Kate and Charlee 
Hemby are both graduating high school in June. 
Kate Hemby will be graduating from Mt. Tabor HS 
and has been accepted to UNC Chapel Hill Honors 
College and received an Honor's scholarship. Her 
plans are to pursue an education in physical 
therapy.   

¨ Charlee Hemby will graduate from Bishop 
McGuiness HS and plans to attend Meredith 
College where she received the Meredith Impact 
Scholarship. She plans to pursue a degree in biology 
and public health.  Charlee also signed to play field 
hockey with Meredith!  

2021 Weekly Offertory Envelopes 
Just a friendly reminder for those of you that use 
offertory envelopes and have not picked up your box, 
please do so. They are located in the narthex next to 
the basket of Sunday bulletins.  
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Eternal Rest Grant Unto St. Clement’s members... 

 
Al Crowe 

6/21/39—2/18/21 
 

Barbara Gauthreaux 
3/29/34—2/18/21 

 
Lillian Barrett 

5/27/40—3/29/21 
 

...and may perpetual light shine  
upon them. May they rest in peace. 

Prison Ministry Update 
 By Deacon Mark 

 

On Sunday April 18th prison and jail volunteers from 
congregations throughout Forsyth County met via zoom 
video conference with Chaplain Tejado Hanchell of the 
Forsyth Jail and Prison Ministries (FJPM) as a way to 
stay in touch and receive updated information 
concerning the status of Jail and prison ministry in the 
county.  Currently, all in-person jail and prison ministry 
activities continue to be prohibited for volunteers. 
However, the four chaplains employed by FJPM 
continue to be active at the downtown detention center 
and the Cherry St. Prison on a daily basis.  Everyone at 
the Cherry St. facility has been offered the vaccine, both 
staff and the offender population, with most of the 
offender population choosing to be vaccinated.  At the 
time of the April 18th zoom session there was no 
information concerning vaccination of the offender 
population at the downtown detention center.  
  
Chaplain Hanchell expressed his sincere gratitude for 
all of the donations that have been made by area 
congregations during the pandemic, and he mentioned 
that the Easter Cards and Hygiene items donated by our 
parish and many others were very much appreciated in 
the jail on Easter.  The next informational meeting of 
the Forsyth Jail and Prison Ministry will be held in July. 
However, a date and time has not been determined as 
yet.  Please continue to hold all who are incarcerated 
here in Forsyth County in your prayers as well as in our 
nation and the world. Information concerning restarting 
in-person volunteer activities and acquiring required 
training for prison and jail ministry will be forthcoming 
(hopefully in the not too distant future).  

Discussion Group Invitation From Yoshi Nagashi 
 

For some time, partly from my participation in our 
“Saturday Morning Men’s Group”, I’ve been interested 
in a “discussion group” being formed at St. Clement’s 
that would be open to both men and women.  
 
My thoughts are that participants would not be 
required or expected to be attendees to St. Clement’s 
…. much like those that attend our Saturday Morning 
Men’s Group are not all attendees to St. Clement’s. 
 
Format, location, timing, and frequency would evolve 
and be decided by the start-up group but be amenable 
to change as group needs change. 
 
If you have an interest or have more questions, please 
send me an email and feel free to pass this information 
on to anyone you believe might have an interest in 
“ongoing personal discussions”. 
 
I’d like to start-up sometime around first of June. 
- Yoshi Nagashi  /  720yoshi@gmail.com 

· And, like the swirls of the liturgical colors around the cross, it embodies the whirling complexity of emotions—
sadness that Donald is gone; regret that I didn’t know him better; grief over the pandemic; joy that we’re back; 
relief that we finally got the project completed; excitement over how beautiful it turned out—anchored by the 
cross and illuminated by the Light. 

 
John Farmer took issue with the fact that the light comes from the edges—not from the middle, from the cross 
itself. But perhaps that’s a final lesson. The cross is the darkness of death, but the Light of new life is around it—
spreading in all directions, in surprising ways, and at times not necessarily of our choosing. 
 
I hope and pray the stained glass light box means as much to you as it does to me. Enjoy its beauty, learn from its 
lessons, and celebrate the Light of Christ anywhere and everywhere! 
 
Blessings and peace, 
Jamie+ 

Rector continued from page 1... 


