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Rector’s Message 
 
2021 Will Bring Improvements 
The above headline will no doubt spur quick responses: “It better!”  “There’s 
nowhere to go but up!” Or maybe the eloquently pithy, “Well, duh!”  After the 
year we’ve just had, there seems to be near universal agreement that this year will 
be better than the last. And while we may be thinking about and praying for global 
improvements after the devastating effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, the subject 
of this article is actually closer to home—in fact, about our actual home.  In the 
next few months we should see tangible improvements inside and outside of our 
St. Clement’s church building—specifically, a new roof and a stained glass light 
box on the wall behind the altar.   
 
The current roof is original to the building, which was built in 1994. The time has 
come to replace it, so Tom Erickson, April Chapel, and Robert Ellis studied 
estimates from five roofing companies and made a recommendation to the 
Vestry, which was approved at the January meeting.  Depending on the weather 
and scheduling, new architectural shingles should replace the current three-tab 
shingles in the next few months.  Many thanks to April, Robert, and especially 
Tom for all the time, effort, and energy they put into this task! 
 
And after over 18 months of delays, we anticipate that the stained glass light box 
of the cross will be installed by the spring.  All along I’ve been looking forward to 
this beautiful ‘window’ as I assumed it would add aesthetic and spiritual power to 
the experience of receiving communion.  But now that its arrival will coincide 
with our deprivation of church-as-we-know-and-love-it for a YEAR, I can hardly 
imagine the joyful impact it will have. It will be very colorful, so in addition to the 
obvious significance of the cross, the other array of colors might just come to 
represent fireworks of jubilation! 
 
Just to be clear: the money for these improvements does NOT come from the 
operating budget.  Recall what Jim Myers wrote in the September/October 2019 
newsletter: “Our special thanks go to two donors who gave large sums restricted 
to being used for major capital improvements.  These funds CANNOT be used 
for general expense operating purposes.  These gifts enabled the very timely 
replacement of the ailing HVAC system and still gives funds available for other 
major building projects in the future.”  I personally received permission from one 
of the donors—who was thinking of the roof when making the donation—to use a 
small portion for the light box.  
 
There is a budget shortfall for 2021, which the Vestry is addressing with a plan 
that includes applying for a PPP grant. We are so blessed to have these reserved 
funds to take care of our building—and make it more beautiful—even in the midst 
of financial challenges.  May these visible improvements serve as a sign and 
symbol of God’s abundance, as well as our members’ generosity of spirit. 
 
Ash Wednesday—February 17th 
As pandemic life continues, liturgical scholars are having fun pointing out that our 
treasured tradition of the imposition of ashes on the forehead is a relatively recent 
practice and that the rubrics of The Book of Common Prayer actually say, “If 
ashes are to be imposed…” which clearly means that ashes are 
optional.  However, people (like me, not a liturgical scholar) ask, “How can you 
have Ash Wednesday without ashes?” Apparently the biblical and historical  

Continued on page 3... 
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Please email or call Kirsten or me with your thoughts, 
negative or positive. 
Phyllis: 336-345-8008 / pscardina@thekitchencenter.com 
Kirsten: 336 766 9813 / rkrussfamily@gmail.com 
 
We are one big happy family, and I am so glad to be a 
member.  God’s Peace and Love to you all. 
Phyllis Scardina 

A Note From Senior Warden, Phyllis Scardina 
 

I wish everyone a serene and healthy New Year.  I am 
always energized with excitement entering a new year.  I am 
honored to share the Senior Warden position with Kirsten 
Russ. 
 
This past year has been a sad and anxious time for us 
all.  We have missed celebrating our days with our personal 
family, church family and friends.  We are tired of being 
“on guard.”  It is huge not maintaining our normal routines. 
 
We are so very fortunate to be members of the St. 
Clement’s family. Our church life has beautifully remained, 
although the method has definitely changed. What we are 
missing is the warm hug, pat on the shoulder and eye 
contact with each other. 
 
Mother Jamie, Deacon Mark and John Farmer have 
prepared and filmed wonderful services.  When weather 
permitted, they schlepped the parts and pieces outside for 
our services.  How wonderful to worship outside in nature 
even though we did have some noisy competition!  We 
continue to have Formation along with Thursday Evening 
Prayer service. The Men’s Group continues to grow and a 
Saturday night Happy Hour has been held throughout the 
pandemic.  Thankfully, we have the Zoom platform for 
communication, but it is troubling that not everyone is able 
to participate. The landscaping and church grounds 
maintenance only improves.  The plumbing in the back 
hallway has been repaired and we have a new kitchen floor 
that nobody has yet seen.  Everything looks the same with 
the exception of the doors not being open and a lonely 
parking lot. 
 
We have increased our community outreach.  I am proud 
to list Interfaith Alliance in Lewisville and Clemmons, 
Forsyth Jail & Prison Ministry, Morgan Elementary school, 
Storehouse for Jesus including the Christmas sponsorship, 
Clemmons Food Pantry and Lewisville Elementary as 
recipients of St. Clement’s.  So, so many of you, staff and 
members, have volunteered countless hours and resources 
to make this priority possible! 
 
As in any family, St. Clement’s family has its concerns. 
Unintentionally, things get overlooked, feelings sometimes 
hurt and of course there is the financial mindfulness. 
Peoples’ needs change, which is not always known. The 
pledges for 2021 are less than our bare bones operating 
costs.  The Vestry is working on various options but would 
like your thoughts on how to increase income. 
 
The Vestry is very aware and thankful for the tremendous 
gifts of time, energy, resources and love you have 
given.  Working together only increases the strength of our 
relationships.  

Jail & Prison Ministry News 
By Deacon Mark 

  

On March 13th 2020 the Forsyth County Detention 
Center and Cherry Street Prison closed their doors to 
volunteers in response to COVID-19.  Since that time St. 
Clement’s has donated many needed items to support the 
men and women incarcerated at these facilities, and many 
thanks go out to those who have very generously 
supported this cause.  Just before Christmas this year those 
who regularly volunteered at the Cherry St. prison were 
notified it would be closing on December 21st  due to 
staffing concerns, and those housed there would be placed 
at other camps throughout the state.  Two weeks ago 
however, a second notification was disseminated that 
advised that a decision on the status of the Cherry St. 
Prison was still being discussed.  In response to these 
recent events, the staff of the Forsyth Jail and Prison 
Ministry ask for our continued prayers for the Cherry St. 
Prison Camp and it’s ability to continue to function.  The 
McGee-Hedgley Chapel at the camp is key in the spiritual 
lives of so many that are incarcerated there, and the 
Chaplains on staff would very much like to keep it 
operating to support the men with worship and 
programs.  So, Please keep them in your prayers as we 
move forward through this time fraught with uncertainty.  
  
Additionally, the Forsyth Detention Center (County Jail) 
has been the subject of a recent outbreak of COVID-19 in 
the later part of 2020, with 186 inmates and 38 staff testing 
positive for the virus.  Policies and procedures at the jail 
have been amended in response to the outbreak, but our 
prayers are needed there as well.  So, please pray for the 
men and women at the county jail.  Often we feel 
powerless to help others in a tangible way in this time of 
COVID, but our prayers are needed and very important 
to so many that are vulnerable and feel particularly 
defenseless. 

WANTED! 
Seeking video service participants!  

 

John Farmer wishes to add lay readers or others who have 
ideas for bringing variety to our weekly videos. Please 
contact John, Mark, or Jamie if interested. 
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practice involves pouring ashes on the head instead. 
But unless one cares nothing about the coiffure and is 
already wearing sackcloth, I just don’t see this being 
practical.  And then there’s the option of finally 
operating in keeping with the Gospel reading for that 
day, which says NOT to call attention to our piety by 
disfiguring our faces but to pray to our Father in 
secret. I, for one, am not ready to abandon our 
tangible symbol of mortality on that important 
day.  While it is a given, I’m afraid, that we cannot 
have the traditional imposition of ashes, I am 
committed to finding a creative solution that involves 
ashes—without pouring them on your head.  Stay 
tuned as we figure this out before February 17th! 
 
Blessings and peace, 
Mother Jamie+   
 

Rector’s Message continued... 
Financial Update 

Submitted by Leslie Pugh 
 

Year-End for 2020 ended strong.  Back in the fall in 
anticipation that we may not have enough in our incoming 
revenue stream to cover our expenses for the last quarter, the 
Vestry voted to move $14,000 from our Building Repair Fund 
over to General Fund.   The good news is that we ended with a 
Net positive balance and have returned over half of that 
$14,000 back to the Building Repair Fund.  Vanco, our online 
giving portal,  continues to be utilized and beneficial. Thank 
you to everyone who has continued to keep St. Clement's the 
warm and welcoming place it is by giving of yourselves 
spiritually, financially and with your service.  
 
Revenue for 2020: $191,628.43 
Expenses for 2020:$183,781.50 
Net: +$7,846.93 has been returned to the Building Repair 
Fund. 
Common Trust Balance 12/31/2020: $371,184.35  

In Much Appreciation!  
 

On behalf of the clergy, staff, and members of St. Clement's, 
our deepest gratitude and appreciation go to the outgoing lay 
leaders of our parish: 
 

Vestry members Sharon Valez and Lisa Frye, 
Vestry member and accounting liaison Jim Myers, 

and Treasurer Leslie Pugh (McNiece). 
Our deepest thanks, as well, 

to Kirsten Russ and Tom Erickson 
for serving as senior and junior warden, respectively, 

through a very challenging 2020! 

2021 Parish Directory 
 

Work has begun on the new 
directory. If any of your information 
has changed (address, phone number, 
etc.), please notify the office 

immediately so the most current information is 
published.  
 
Some points to be aware of: 
· Cell numbers will not be included unless 

permission has been given OR it is your primary 
phone number.  

· Work numbers are not included unless you 
request it to be added.  

· Email addresses are not included unless 
permission is given.  

· Adult children who have moved out of the home 
should update their information to be listed 
separately.  

· College students will remain under their parents 
information until their living situation changes.  

· Authorization to publish your information will 
carry over to each new directory.  

· If you do not want any of your information 
published you must notify the office via email @ 
stclements3600@gmail.com.    

 
DEADLINE for all changes and requests is Sunday, 
February 14th via email.  
 
An electronic copy will be emailed out to everyone. 
Hard copies will be made available upon request.  

Clemmons Food Pantry Has Moved!  
 

The new year brought the CFP to a brand-new facility that is 
bigger and better to help those in our community who need 
assistance. They are now located at 2660 Neudorf Rd.,  just 
around the corner from their old place. They can always use 
some help so if you are interested here is how you can help:  
 

The Clemmons Food Pantry is staffed entirely by vol-
unteers, and it takes a staff of more than 125 volunteers 
each week to keep the Pantry running smooth-
ly. Opportunities to help include supporting fund rais-
ers, shelving food, shopping, picking up food from lo-
cal stores, working at the Pantry during store hours and 
administration.  Whether you choose to work directly 
with clients or in one of the many behind the scenes 
jobs, you can be sure that the work you do will make a 
difference in the lives of those served. 
 

If you have any questions call during their office hours: Monday
-Friday, 10 am – 12 pm at 336-331-3432. 
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Staying Connected and Up-to-Date 
Since March we at St. Clement’s have been trying hard to 
keep everyone informed on any happenings, meetings, 
formation, services, good news, prayer requests, etc. We 
are doing this through electronic communication, mainly 
the Constant Contact email that is created and sent out by 
Mother Jamie every Friday. She includes all these 
announcements as well as links to that Sunday’s worship 
video, formation, and Thursday evening prayer. Linda 
keeps the website and Facebook page up to date on a 
weekly basis as well. Please take a minute to read these 
communications. If you have 
any questions or concerns, 
please reach out to us!  

CALENDAR  of  EVENTS 
 

Weekly Online & Zoom Events: links to these can be found 
in the weekly Constant Contact email.  
 
· Sunday online Service with John Farmer, Deacon 

Mark, & Mother Jamie (link found on website & email) 
· Sunday Formation via Zoom @ 10 am 
· Thursday Evening Prayer w/Deacon Mark -Zoom @ 

7:00 pm 
· Saturday Men’s Group via Zoom @ 8 am 
· Saturday Social Hour via Zoom @ 7 pm 
 

 
 

The Bishop is Coming! 
The Rt. Reverend Anne Hodges-Copple is scheduled to 
visit St. Clement’s on Sunday, April 11th—The Second 
Sunday of Easter. As we get closer to the date, look for 
announcements for details in regards to her visit in the 
weekly emails, website, FB page, and verbal announcements 
included in the worship videos. 

Ash Wednesday – February 17 
We are figuring out a plan to distribute ashes while 

following Covid protocols. 
Details coming soon!  

2021 Offertory Envelopes 
Weekly offertory envelopes are ready to be picked up if 
anyone would like their box. Please contact Linda to 
arrange a date and time to go by the church office. Linda is 
in there on Mondays, 9-1, but can meet you at another 
time with prior arrangements.  

Reminder…. 
St. Clement’s Mailing Address 

Please keep in mind that the church’s mailing address is 
different then our physical address. When mailing anything 
to the church please send it to:  
 

 PO Box 1547  
 Clemmons, NC  27012 

 
**Do NOT include the street address with 

the PO address as the post office then 
delivers it to the street mailbox.  

 

A Lenten Guide 

 


